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The College Arts Access Program (CAAP) is a three-year college preparatory 
program, developed in partnership with Chicago Public Schools (CPS) and 
created with a generous gift from the Jacques and Natasha Gelman Foundation. 
Launched in 2014, CAAP provides access to an advanced arts education for CPS 
students interested in art and design, including many first-generation college 
attendees. Admissions are based on merit and financial need. The goal of CAAP 
is to help artistically talented, underserved students build the necessary skills 
to succeed in higher education, further integrating Chicago’s diverse community 
into SAIC.

Students are recruited as freshmen to participate in the three-year program 
during the sophomore year of high school, with the goal of keeping them 
engaged through their senior year. As they move forward in the program, CAAP 
participants are involved  in activities such as portfolio preparation, college 
application assistance, exploring creative career paths, and financial planning.  
Students are supported by a committed group of SAIC undergraduate mentors, 
many of them CPS alumni, who keep them engaged in program activities and 
help them feel comfortable on SAIC’s campus.  Participants are also offered the 
opportunity to live on SAIC’s campus during a two-week summer session while 
they attend class, giving them a valuable preview of college life.

If students choose to pursue an undergraduate degree at SAIC after completing 
CAAP, those accepted are eligible for grants, Federal Work-Study jobs as peer 
mentors to the next cohort of CAAP students, and special scholarships such 
as those provided by the Walter and Shirley Massey Chicago Fund and Bank 
of America. The student-to-student interaction facilitated by the peer mentor 
program is integral to CAAP and undergraduate students’ development, and 
provides successful role models for the current CAAP students.

As others became inspired by the generosity of the Gelman Foundation’s initial 
support, CAAP has attracted endowment gifts from the Grainger Foundation and 
several individual donors. The Gelman Foundation has also continued its support 
through a significant endowment gift.
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“I feel like I’m learning a lot about 
myself, and I am really proud of 
everything the CAAP students are 
doing. I was a CPS student myself, 
and knowing I can provide something 
I would have loved to have during 
high school is amazing. I can assist 
them in situations that would have 
given me trouble, give from my 
experience, and give them modes 
of navigating those challenges.”

—Luis Mejico, sophomore mentor



Since its launch in 2014, CAAP has provided talented underserved Chicago 
youth with a pathway to higher education.

Successful recruitment and outreach efforts have created overwhelming 
interest in the program. SAIC’s Continuing Studies, Admissions, and Enrollment 
offices have worked together to strengthen these recruitment and outreach 
efforts. SAIC staff have visited more than 50 CPS schools, given presentations 
at CPS college and career fairs, and worked directly with art teachers across 
the city to identify students with a strong interest in the arts.

During its first two years, CAAP has met or exceeded its recruitment targets, 
resulting in 60 student and family participants. CAAP’s ability to work with 
participants throughout multiple years demonstrates the program’s value 
to parents and students. SAIC has engaged participants and their families 
at events at high schools and community centers across the city such as 
Marwen, Little Village-Lawndale High School, Little Black Pearl, Lindblom Math 
and Science Academy, Phoenix Military Academy, and the Chicago National 
College Fair.

Of the 15 students who graduated from CAAP since its inception, 14 students 
applied and were accepted to SAIC. Eleven enrolled, and all attendees 
received merit scholarships. In its first year, CAAP itself received 50 
applications, a total that has grown to 60 applications for the upcoming year. 
Such impressive growth in only two years shows increasing interest in CAAP 
resulting from SAIC’s extensive outreach efforts. Students from public high 
schools across the city apply to CAAP each year; applicants for the upcoming 
2016-17 academic year came from schools across the city, including Nicholas 
Senn High School, Albert G. Lane Technical High School, and Bronzeville 
Academy High School.

CAAP staff and faculty are critical to helping students realize their higher 
education ambitions.  With their support, one student was accepted and 
enrolled at the University of Illinois at Chicago, another at University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, and another CAAP alum is currently double majoring 
in Computer Science and Engineering at the University of Southern California. 
These students’ achievements demonstrate CAAP’s ability to support 
ambitions both within and outside of a fine arts education.

As of the upcoming academic year, CAAP will serve more than 80 students 
and their families, and looks forward to adding another 11 participants and 
family members to its ranks for the upcoming academic year.  The following 
pages feature quotes from some of CAAP’s impressive student artists and 
their families.

SUCCESS 
STORIES

STUDENT PROFILES
In the 2016–17 academic year, CAAP will serve more 
than 80 students and their families including another 
11 participants and family members. The following 
pages feature quotes from some of CAAP’s impressive 
student artists and their families.

“CAAP provides a lot of space for 
young artists to feel confident. 
They’re being exposed to ways 
of questioning but are also very 
supported. They’re really prepared 
for whatever they’re doing next, 
even if it’s not SAIC or even if it’s 
not art school.”

—Lindsey French, Artist Techniques 
and Material Faculty



Above:  Harry Warnaar, Blinding, 2015, Charcoal

I like the fact that in CAAP you give 
answers that are unexpected, but 
you also get to make your own 
questions and figure out the answers 
with other people.... I really enjoy 
hearing other people’s opinions and 
interpretations of my art. People I 
haven’t met before can give me an 
outlook on my art and not sugarcoat 
the answers.

When I first came to America, I 
went to elementary school at Gale 
Community Academy in Rogers Park. 
I didn’t speak English, and I didn’t 
understand what was happening. At 
first no one was talking to me. I was 
bored, so I just started drawing, and 
I got attention from my classmates 
that way. They showed approval of 
my drawings, and I was accepted 
through my art. Art was the language 
that I spoke when I couldn’t.

ARIEONNA 
SMITH

PHOENIX MILITARY
ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL

MAUNG
HTAY

NICHOLAS SENN 
HIGH SCHOOL

“I didn’t anticipate her to be eager to 

attend class on the weekends, but every 

Sunday she’s excited to go to class. She’s 

growing and thinking outside of the box.” 

 — Lawana Smith, mother

SOPHOMORES



Above: Cameron Collins works with color in a figure drawing course.

There is more self-management 
here; you guys don’t really hold 
hands. You guys will say, “do this, 
and you can do whatever you want 
with it.” I think CAAP is helping me 
know what kind of person I am.

CAMERON 
COLLINS 

THE CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL
FOR THE ARTS

“I thought it was great that students could 

see that artists are working and see what 

their process is like. It’s important to see 

artists in a professional environment, not 

just in a museum setting.” 

— Kristin Collins, mother

CAAP expands your definition of  
being an artist. I go to ChiArts, and 
they are super technical; in CAAP 
you look beyond technical things. 
It opened me up to new ways of 
artmaking. I never thought about 
using fabric in a painting or stop-
motion before. It’s given me a lot 
of different techniques to use.

SRINIDI
GOPAL

THE CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL
FOR THE ARTS

“CAAP is great because it gives 

institutional support that only an 

art school like SAIC can provide.” 

— Laxmi Sarathy, mother

JUNIORS



Above: Harry Warnaar, Pow!, 2015, Oil

SENIORS

I knew I wanted to do something 
art-related, but after being in this 
program, we were really treated 
like developing ar t ists. We were 
shown art can be this serious route 
and that it can actually be my life 
and not just this thing I do. I don’t 
consider myself an ar t is t yet ; I 
consider myself an ar t s tudent . 
There’s been a shif t in my work 
and what I want to do.

CA AP prepares you to become a 
career artist. You have the key to the 
whole campus, and it’s for students 
dedicated to the work . I wouldn’t 
have finished some of the projects 
without the funds CAAP gives you 
to buy supplies. It’s so easy to come 
here and have access to software I 
don’t have, like Photoshop. Coming 
here, you get a chance to see the 
college environment.

HARRY 
WARNAAR

THE CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR THE ARTS

INCOMING MASSEY SCHOLAR

DANIELA 
PEREZ

THE CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR THE ARTS

“The School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

allowed us to build this family relationship 

with the School.”  

— Martin Perez, father

INCOMING PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR 
AND FIRST-YEAR SCHOLAR



Above: Jennessa I. Martinez, No Name, 2014, Oil



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

10

14

13

11

15

3

7

4

1

2 8

6

5

9

12
CAAP’S REACH
THROUGHOUT
THE CITY
Students from Chicago Public Schools study at SAIC and enrich 
our community immensely. With the CAAP program, SAIC 
hopes to provide the resources to foster our symbiotic 
relationship with the city now and for years to come. This map 
shows the many schools SAIC works with to bring Chicago’s 
talented young artists into the School’s community. From 
as far north as Rogers Park and as far south as Englewood; 
CAAP serves a diverse group of neighborhoods and schools 
across Chicago.

1450 W. Cermak Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60608

Benito Juarez Community 
Academy High School

1147 N. Western Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622

Roberto Clemente Community 
Academy High School

4934 S. Wabash Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60615

Bronzeville Scholastic
Academy High School

2001 N. Orchard St. 
Chicago, IL 60614

Lincoln Park 
High School

3400 N.  Austin Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60634

Chicago Academy 
High School

2100 E. 87th St. 
Chicago, IL 60617

Chicago Vocational Career 
Academy High School

2501 W. Addison St. 
Chicago, IL 60618

Albert G. Lane 
Technical High School

5900 N. Glenwood Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60660

Nicholas Senn 
High School

5015 S. Blackstone Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60615

Kenwood Academy 
High School

2714 W. Augusta Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60622

The Chicago High 
School for the Arts

4015 N. Ashland Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60613

Lake View 
High School

6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

William Howard Taft 
High School

3900 Lawndale Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60618 

Disney II Magnet 
High School

211 S. Laflin St. 
Chicago, IL 60607

Whitney M. Young 
Magnet High School 

145 S. Campbell Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60612

Phoenix Military 
Academy High School

1443 N. Ogden Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60610

CICS ChicagoQuest
High School
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WE ARE EXPLORERS
At SAIC we exceed boundaries. Our commitment to an open 
structure is embodied in a curriculum of self-directed study 
within and across a multiplicity of disciplines and approaches 
that promote critical thinking, rigorous investigation, and playful 
creativity. We are a community that challenges the notion that 
any field is ever beyond rediscovery.

MEANING AND MAKING ARE INSEPARABLE
At SAIC we believe that meaning and making are inseparable, 
ex is t ing as a per petual and produc t i ve c ycle dr i ven by 
experience, research, and critique. Our commitment to a wide 
range of media and processes suppor ts our asser t ion that 
the artist , designer, scholar, and writer are uniquely qualified 
as makers to provide leadership, creative perspectives, and 
hands-on skills for shaping today’s world and contributing to 
its opportunities. 

WE ARE ARTISTS AND SCHOLARS
The students, facult y, and staf f of SAIC are engaged and 
innovative creators of ar t , design, scholarship, and writ ing . 
The faculty drives our curr iculum, and each member brings 
the diverse experiences of her or his practice directly into the 
classroom and studio. Our students are viewed as emerging 
peers and full par t icipants in the learning that occurs in 
collaboration with faculty and each other. 

CHICAGO
Our symbiotic relationship with the city radiates outward as 
students, faculty, and staff connect themselves to the diverse 
communit ies of Chicago and the world. The cit y ’s r ichness, 
complexity, and contradictions are the perfect environment 
for our own diverse community.

WE MAKE HISTORY
Our major encyclopedic art museum, libraries, special collections, 
and public programs create an unparalleled environment 
for maintaining a thought ful and tang ible relat ionship to 
history and the ways in which it is continually revisited and 
represented, fuel ing our innovat ion and exper imentat ion 
and keeping our historical and critical discourse completely 
act ive. Student s , facul t y, and alumni of SA IC have made 
s ig ni f icant and g roundbreak ing cont r ibut ions to t he ar t , 
design, and scholarship of the 20th century, and continue to 
do so in the 21st .

ABOUT THE 
SCHOOL OF THE 
ART INSTITUTE  
OF CHICAGO

Cheryl Russell, Executive Director of
Corporate, Foundation, Government, and Civic Relations
Office of Institutional Advancement
116 S. Michigan Ave., 5th floor 
Chicago, IL 60603 | crussell2@saic.edu | 312.499.4187

A leader in educating artists, designers, and scholars 
since 1866, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
(SAIC) offers nationally accredited undergraduate and 
graduate degrees and post-baccalaureate programs to 
more than 3,590 students from around the globe. For 
more information, please visit saic.edu.
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