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Designed for students who are committed to
making, researching, and analyzing work in a
transdisciplinary environment, the Master of
Arts in Visual and Critical Studies (MAVCS)
Program integrates scholarly, studio, and

hybrid research practices, as part of an evolving
paradigm that addresses the complexity of visual
and critical practices in the twenty-first century.

Thinking and Making

Through immersive research, along with the authorship of writing,
artwork, projects, and experiences, students explore ways of seeing and
representing social, cultural, and visual phenomena. At the heart of
MAVCS is a core framework of research and production, surrounded by a
flexible curriculum, in which graduate students, guided by SAIC faculty
advisors, design their own course structure, to match their interests,
giving them the freedom to combine artistic and critical practices.




Faculty

For complete faculty listing visit:
saic.edu/mavcs

Submit:
Online application
Application fee
Official college transcripts
Statement of purpose
Letters of recommendation
ePortfolio
Résumé

For more information
on requirements,
please visit:

saic.edu/mavcs

The curriculum balances topic-based seminars, independent work with
advisors, and electives, to create a singularly interdisciplinary course of study.
Depending on students’ research interests, the final thesis may be a creative
body of work that prioritizes writing or making. Graduate students also
organize an annual symposium and exhibition, to share their research in a
professional context.

MAVCS faculty are internationally recognized practitioners in their fields
and share a common interest in taking disciplinary knowledge beyond the
borders of conventional practice. The faculty include artists, designers,
critics, writers, and scholars with diverse backgrounds, including sound
and performance, critical race studies and anthropology, mass culture

and gender/sexuality studies, photography and social history, conceptual
practices and textual criticism, as well as a range of emerging disciplines.
The VCS faculty have won Guggenheim awards for both studio practice and
critical scholarship.
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