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THE SCHOOL OF THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO DIGITALLY PRESERVES  
RARE ARTIST TALKS 

 
CHICAGO–The School of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC), a leader in art and design education, has 
preserved more than 500 hours of original recordings of rare artists’ lectures and, for the first time, will 
make the files available unrestricted to the public for educational and research purposes. The recordings 
include 83 classroom lectures from artist and SAIC faculty member Stan Brakhage between 1970–76 and 
284 lectures from the School’s Visiting Artists Program between 1977–96. Included among the 731 
master audio files digitally preserved are talks by renowned contemporary artists and scholars Susan 
Sontag, Barbara Kruger, Guerrilla Girls, Henry Louis Gates Jr. and many others. 
 
“This collection of materials not only captures important moments in the history of the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, but also offers access to an abundance of ideas and pedagogical approaches to art 
production,” said Melanie Emerson, dean of the library and special collections at SAIC’s John M. Flaxman 
Library. “By providing access to previously unavailable materials, we hope to encourage new forms of 
research and scholarship that will contribute to the larger discourse of contemporary art and design 
education.” 
 
About the Recordings 
These rare audio artifacts reveal a deep cross section of artistic thought and practice, documenting the 
voice and thought of major and lesser known artists of the late 20th century.  
 
Brakhage, one of the world’s most prolific and influential avant-garde filmmakers, taught film history at 
SAIC from 1970–76. The Brakhage lectures are a primary source for understanding the history of film 
pedagogy in the United States. Open to the public, his lectures were famous for his passionate and 
personal interpretations of classic, contemporary and avant-garde cinema. 
 
The Visiting Artists Program at SAIC was founded in 1868 and continues today as one of Chicago’s leading 
public forums for the presentation and contemplation of contemporary art, design and scholarship. The 
565 master audio files created from the Visiting Artists Program lectures include talks by Susan Sontag, 
Barbara Kruger, Kathy Acker, Issey Miyake, Christian Boltanski, Vito Acconci (HON 1990), Guerrilla Girls, 
Andres Serrano, Chuck D, Henry Louis Gates Jr., Felix Gonzalez-Torres and Edgar Heap of Birds. 
 
The recordings serve as primary source materials for the study of artistic theory, practice and pedagogy 
for those interested in filmmaking, art history, writing, fashion, painting, photography, music, poetry, 
sculpture, video art and performance, as well as those specifically researching feminist, activist, LGBTQ+, 
ethnic and radical histories. 
 
Accessing the Digital Files 
SAIC created 731 digitally preserved master audio files: 565 Visiting Artists Program files and 166 
Brakhage lecture files. Access to the recordings is available to the public and unrestricted at 
digitalcollections.saic.edu.  

mailto:bwitt@saic.edu


 
Recordings at Risk 
SAIC preserved the recordings through support from Recordings at Risk, a national regranting program 
administered by the Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR) to support the preservation of 
rare and unique audio, audiovisual and other time-based media of high scholarly value through digital 
reformatting. 
 
About the School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
For more than 150 years, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC) has been a leader in educating 
the world’s most influential artists, designers and scholars. Located in downtown Chicago with a fine arts 
graduate program consistently ranking among the top programs in the nation by U.S. News and World 
Report, SAIC provides an interdisciplinary approach to art and design as well as world-class resources, 
including the Art Institute of Chicago museum, on-campus galleries and state-of-the-art facilities. SAIC’s 
undergraduate, graduate and post-baccalaureate students have the freedom to take risks and create the 
bold ideas that transform Chicago and the world—as seen through notable alums and faculty such as 
Michelle Grabner, David Sedaris, Elizabeth Murray, Richard Hunt, Georgia O’Keeffe, Cynthia Rowley, Nick 
Cave, Jeff Koons and LeRoy Neiman. 
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