
March 17, 2020 

Dear All,  

Email communication is recognized to be insensitive to tone and open to all kinds of 
projection…. This is just my opinion. Trigger warning. It's passionate.  
  
This is a unique moment where we are tested as teachers, as models, as exemplary. I'm talking 
about leadership here. We can set an example by staging conversations about making artwork 
now, talking about this pandemic and art now, discussing methods and feelings about art under 
severe crisis now. 

The following is an excerpt of the letter I wrote to the Low Residency MFA students: 

On a personal note, artists have continued to make art under the worst of 
circumstances. The need to create is irrepressible. Art and culture contribute a 
necessary vitality to society, in good times and bad. Recall artists who drew, painted, 
composed poems and music on many battlefields, in concentration camps, in prisons, 
under slavery, during revolutions, resisting fascism—AND during epidemics. As a long-
time survivor of AIDS, and as a person who lived through the worst period of the HIV 
epidemic in New York during the 1980s and 90s, I saw colleagues, friends, and 
intimates work in their studios through illness and loss. We took care of ourselves and 
each other. No heroics. We did what we needed to do facing the circumstances handed 
to us. 

We make art in spite of —or directly addressing—the challenges thrown at us, personal 
and historical. Just drawing, writing, making objects, models, sketches, provisional, 
tentative, unknowing—these activities continue. Conversations, discussions, the 
exchange of ideas continues. Artists can’t wait for the propitious moment. The only 
moment to make art is now, with the materials at hand, in the time you have. This is a 
truly strange and profound moment in our history. I’m neither trying to calm, nor to 
panic. I’m simply addressing the truth that I know. Art abides in the present.    

This, I believe is what we have to model for our students.  Art abides in the present. The 
"critical" in "crit" is about being present in the moment to students now, not in some timeline of 
history, or against some measure of 'resistance" or "against the grain', or some particular 
aesthetic preference or taste. Nor can there be any fantasy about a non-existent avant garde. 
Nor is the "critical" in "crit" about some bogus measurement of competence according 
to bureaucratic metrics.   

What's critical now? —Being present. Showing up. Modeling that.  

Sincerely, with respect, and wishing everyone well,  
Gregg 

  
Gregg Bordowitz 
Director, Professor 
SAIC Low-Residency MFA Program


