
MASTER OF ARTS IN 

Visual and Critical Studies
saic.edu/mavcs

Designed for students who are committed to 
making, researching, and analyzing work in a 
transdisciplinary environment, the Master of 
Arts in Visual and Critical Studies (MAVCS) 
Program integrates scholarly, studio, and 
hybrid research practices, as part of an evolving 
paradigm that addresses the complexity of visual 
and critical practices in the twenty-first century.

Thinking and Making 

Through immersive research, along with the authorship of writing, 
artwork, projects, and experiences, students explore ways of seeing and 
representing social, cultural, and visual phenomena. At the heart of 
MAVCS is a core framework of research and production, surrounded by a 
flexible curriculum, in which graduate students, guided by SAIC faculty 
advisors, design their own course structure, to match their interests, 
giving them the freedom to combine artistic and critical practices.



Course of Study

The curriculum balances topic-based seminars, independent work with 
advisors, and electives, to create a singularly interdisciplinary course of study. 
Depending on students’ research interests, the final thesis may be a creative 
body of work that prioritizes writing or making. Graduate students also 
organize an annual symposium and exhibition, to share their research in a 
professional context.

Faculty

MAVCS faculty are internationally recognized practitioners in their fields 
and share a common interest in taking disciplinary knowledge beyond the 
borders of conventional practice. The faculty include artists, designers, 
critics, writers, and scholars with diverse backgrounds, including sound 
and performance, critical race studies and anthropology, mass culture 
and gender/sexuality studies, photography and social history, conceptual 
practices and textual criticism, as well as a range of emerging disciplines. 
The VCS faculty have won Guggenheim awards for both studio practice and 
critical scholarship.

For more information 
on requirements, 
please visit:

saic.edu/mavcs 

  Application Process  

Submit:
 ▶ Online application
 ▶ Application fee
 ▶ Official college transcripts
 ▶ Statement of purpose
 ▶ Letters of recommendation
 ▶ ePortfolio
 ▶  Résumé

Faculty

ROMI CRAWFORD
PATRICK DURGIN

DANNY FLOYD
JOSEPH GRIGELY
TERRI KAPSALIS
KRISTI MCGUIRE
KAREN MORRIS

KAMAU AMU PATTON
JOSHUA RIOS

SHAWN MICHELLE SMITH  

For complete faculty listing visit:  
saic.edu/mavcs

*Theses can be found at the SAIC 
Thesis Repository (digitalcollections.
saic.edu/thesis) and the Flaxman 
Library catalog.



Curriculum Requirements
                                                                Credit Hours

 ▶ VCS 5003 History and Theory of Visual Studies (3)

 ▶ VCS 5004 Research and Production (3)

 ▶ VCS 5010 Topics in VCS (9)

 ▶ VCS 5999 Thesis I (3)

 ▶ VCS 6999 Thesis II (3)

 ▶ External criticism, theory, or methodology courses  

related to individual research (6)

 ▶ Electives (9) 
 
Advanced academic courses, studio advising, internships, or otherwise 
relevant engagement including directed and independent studies 

 ▶ Completion of thesis 
  

Total Credit Hours                                                     36

Theses
▶ Nostalgic Historiography: An 

Evocation Before the Archive
▶ Sympathetic Resonances: 

Relationality and Affect in the 
Sonic Field

▶ Essays on Weather for a Post-
Katrina Society

▶ Revising the Pharmacist and 
Its Imaginary Twin: A Strange 
Cartography and an Intentional 
Agent in the Process of Being 
Distinguished Again 

▶ Meme in America: The Role of 
Viral Videos

▶ “Rather a Grave Subject...” The 
Critical Role of the Nineteenth 
Century Postmortem Photograph

▶ From Snapshot to Screenshot

▶ From Away: Viewing Shades of 
Whiteness Through the Lens of 
Tourism

▶ Concocting Corporeality: The 
Body in Contemporary Visual Art 
by Artists from South Korea

▶ Contemporary Pastness: Affect, 
Gender, and National Memory in 
New York City’s 9/11 Memorial 
Complex

▶ Comfort of Strangeness: A 
Conversation on Molecular 
Gastronomy, Taste, and Memory

▶ Objects of Palestine: Narratives 
of Chicago’s Diaspora



Application Deadline: January 10

For application requirements,  
visit saic.edu/mavcs

Graduate Admissions
36 South Wabash Avenue, suite 1201
Chicago, IL 60603
Phone 312.629.6100 / 800.232.7242 
gradmiss@saic.edu


