


documentary-style shots of Fast, as interviewer, and the soldier as raconteur. In a February
2008 profile of the artist, Artforum wrote about the work, “what is really unsettling is the fact
that the images inhabit a liminal space between stasis and animation... With growing
discomfiture, the viewer of The Casting is forced to confront the question of not only what
these pictures show but, more pressingly, of what these pictures are. Whatever narratives its
imagery suggest, in other words, The Casting forces one into an ontological quandary.”

“In the past,” says Fast, “I’ve searched for documentary subjects with problematic credentials:
individuals with firsthand experience of inauthentic or staged events. Their stories were then
complicated through various editing and installation strategies. Recently, I’ve tried to strip
down the process, to create beautiful things that speak about the human condition more
simply.”

Omer Fast will also present an evening of screenings on October 23 at 6pm as part of SAIC’s
series Conversations at the Edge, at the Gene Siskel Film Center. Showing will be a single
channel version of The Casting; Looking Pretty for God (After GW); Take a Deep Breath (2008);
and excerpts from earlier works.
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