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SAIC Fashion Show 2008 at the  

Historic Sullivan Center, May 1 and 2 

 

 
           Megan Giese, BFA 2007  

 
March 12 -- The School of the Art Institute of Chicago will host its annual Fashion Show 
and Exhibition on May 1st and 2nd in the recently opened Sage Studios for Fashion 
Design and the School’s new exhibition space, both on the 7th floor of the historic 
Sullivan Center, 33 S. State Street. 
 
Produced independently by its students and faculty, the SAIC Fashion Show continues 
its seventy-five-year tradition of showcasing innovative undergraduate student fashion 
collections, ranging from the elegant to the ready-to-wear, and from the conceptual to 
the socially engaging. SAIC’s Fashion Design program is uniquely situated within the 
diverse structure of an arts school. “Creativity is high at SAIC because our students find 
inspiration in traditional fashion design, as well as other studio arts—painting, sculpture, 
architecture, film, ceramics, and video production to name a few,” says department 
chair Nick Cave. “Students freely pursue experimentation for a unique point of view in 
concept design, cloth manipulation, and hands-on accessory and garment 
construction.” 
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Renovation of the Fashion studios in the historic Sullivan Center was made possible by 
a generous gift from Board Member and SAIC parent Melissa Sage Fadim, a supporter 
of the Fashion Design department for twenty years. The new 25,000 sq. ft. studio space 
houses dedicated 24-hour secure access to traditional and advanced technology 
fabrication facilities; the Fashion Resource Center, one of the country’s few hands-on 
collections of late-twentieth and twenty-first century designer garments; and a unique 
shoe, millinery, and accessories laboratory. “We believe that the special mix of hands-
on-making and technology in art and design at SAIC nurtures designers who will 
change the direction of fashion and style in the 21st century,” adds School president 
Tony Jones. 
 
The success of the School’s undergraduate program in Fashion Design and SAIC’s 
cross-disciplinary approach to education is reflected in a list of alumni that includes 
such notable designers as Halston, Cynthia Rowley, Laurence Steele, J. Morgan Puett, 
Eunwha Kim, Maria Pinto, Gary Graham, and Matthew Ames. SAIC graduates hold 
senior design positions in firms as varied as Yeolee, Jones New York, Levis, Nike, 
Charles Chang Lima, and Tommy Hilfiger, and design for Anna Sui, Calvin Klein, Zac 
Posen, Betsey Johnson, Triple5Soul, and Moschino. Upon graduating many have 
chosen to intern for international houses such as Victor & Rolf, Alexander McQueen, 
Wendy & Jim, Castelbajac, Zac Posen, Threeasfour, or William Ivey Long, or to launch 
their own fashion lines. 
 
To honor the efforts of the School’s young designers judges award a number of 
scholarships and grants to talented students, including the prestigious Sage 
Foundation Scholarship, a full tuition scholarship of merit awarded annually to a student 
in their junior year. To build upon this tradition of recognizing the accomplishments of 
talented fashion students, the School’s Fashion Committee is hosting a special preview 
event for the Fashion Show on May 1 to benefit student scholarships. 

 
SAIC Fashion Show 2008 
May 2 at 2 and 7pm 
Tickets $50 through Ticketmaster and the Art Institute ticket office, on sale April 1. 

   For more information, please call 312.899.5145. 
 

May 1 at 5:30pm, The Walk 2008 student scholarship benefit. 
Tickets start at $500, through the SAIC Development Office, 312.899.7404. 
 
All shows 
Fashion Design Department 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
Sullivan Center, 7th floor 
33 S. State Street 
 
For photos and videos of the fashion design department, please go to 
www.saic.edu/fashion_press for the online fashion press kit. 
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A Glance at Recent  SAIC Fashion Design Graduates  
Meredith Hill (BFA, 2005) 
Assistant Designer, Anna Sui, New York 
 
Ruth Karasik (2004)  
Owner and Designer, dept728 
http://www.dept728.com  
 
Coral McLain (BFA, 2005) 
Associate Designer, Neige Inc., CA, 
 
Melissa Serpico (BFA 2006) 
Owner and Designer, SERPICO, Chi cago 
 
Abby Sturges (BFA 2005) 
Head Designer, Maggie Ward, Los Angeles 
 
Shoshana Tuszer (BFA, 2005) 
Senior Associate Designer, Laundry by Design, New York 
 
Judy Yang (BFA, 2005) 
Assistant Designer, Anna Sui, New York 
 
 
About  the School  of  the  A rt  In st itute  of  Ch icago (SA IC) 
A leader in educating artists and designers for 142 years, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago offers 
undergraduate and graduate programs to nearly 2,800 students from around the world. In addition to the 
time-honored study of painting, sculpture, printmaking, and design, SAIC’s studio programs embrace film 
and new media, electronic and sound arts, and creative writing. To complement its studio programs, SAIC 
offers academic degrees in disciplines from art history to arts administration, visual and critical studies to 
historic preservation. Located in the heart of Chicago, the School promotes contemporary discourse about 
art and design through venues such as the Gene Siskel Film Center, Video Data Bank, Betty Rymer Gallery, 
Gallery 2, the Division of Continuing Studies, and in conjunction with the Poetry Center. 
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